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The influence of M. Berthelot is to be seen in every page.
Wise friends interfered to prevent his entering the literary world " with this huge packet on his head," and in 1849 he was sent by the Academic des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres on a literary mission to Italy, whence he brought back materials for a work on Averroes, which he soon produced.
The long life of that famous personage extended through nearly the whole of the twelfth century, and with him passed away the so-called Arabian philosophy, which had flourished for some 200 years in Andalusia under the aegis of tolerant rulers. Ibn Roschd was not so able as some of his predecessors, but he entered into their labours, and became known more widely outside than within the limits of Islam. The great Jewish philosopher Maimonides lived at the same time, studied his works, and spread the fame of the Moslem sage among his co-religionists, while Michael Scott interpreted him to Christendom. His knowledge, however, was not very great, and was derived from imperfect versions of Aristotle, Galen, and Ptolemy, from Mahommedan Canon law and Arabic poetry. He was the type of unbelief to mediaeval Christendom as incarnating